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A& PUBLICATION OF GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH - APRIL 2011

PASTOR TED NIEMI
Dear Friends,

This month brings with it some pinnacle holidays in the Church calendar. Below is
listed a schedule for you to refer to as you plan your own calendar. This morning as | was
browsing the news stories | came across one about a Methodist pastor in North Carolina
who had recently been fired. Guess what unsavory wicked act he had committed. Messing
around with prostitutes? No. Drinking on the job? No. Skimming off the tops of the offering
plates? No. His crime was that he agreed with Rob Bell’s statement that maybe there is
enough love in God’s heart that no one is damned to an eternity in hell. He had the gall to
say that God may have enough grace, love and mercy within who God is to make it
possible, somehow, for people, even in the afterlife, to atone for their sins without being
forever cast from God’s presence.

What | am not going to do is say one position is right and the other wrong. | am not
so arrogant as to believe that | can know the limits of what God will or will not do. | leave
those kinds of things up to God. What blew me away was that those who fired him are
pretty sure they know what God thinks. They know that they are going to Heaven and there
are lots of people who won’t be joining them there. This is the kind of press that makes
Christians look bad. | was embarrassed for the image non-Christians see when they read
this kind of thing. Jesus was more interested in getting people on the right track than he was
in damning them. He was more concerned with reconciliation than retribution. Wouldn’t it
be wonderful if all Christians today focused more on the question, “How can | spread the
message that God loves people so much that he died on the cross for us?” rather than the
question, “OKk, let’s figure out who is in (me) and who is out (everyone who disagrees with
me) when it comes to Heaven?”

As we approach the most holy of days, Easter, we should refocus not only on John
3:16, but John 3:17 as well. I’m glad to be a part of our community of faith that works to
SHARE THE LOVE OF JESUS rather than spreading our own prejudices and playing
God ourselves! Thanks for being the loving, graceful people you are!

God’s Peace,
Pastor Ted

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Maundy Thursday, April 21: We will be having a Seder Supper after having requests to do
this again. It is the traditional Jewish Passover meal Jesus and the disciples would probably
have been doing on this night of remembrance. The starting time will be announced soon.

Good Friday, April 22: We will be having a worship service at 7:00. This is the night we
remember that Jesus Christ was brutally killed in a humiliating, painful way for the sins of
the world.

Easter Sunday, April 24: We will have 3 worship services:
7:30 Sunrise Service at the Garden Tomb in the Meditation Garden
9:00 Contemporary Praise and Easter Worship
10:30 Traditional Easter Worship
-There will also be an Easter breakfast offered.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
PRAYER CONCERNS
April 2011

We pray the Holy Spirit would
work among us at church and lead
us forth in the tasks that God
would have us do.

We rejoice in the Lord's answers
to prayers and thank God for His
goodness and the Good Shepherd
Family for praying.

Pray for God's Healing Presence in
the lives of:

Members:

e Ruth Richards & family (Owen
Richards, Ruth’s son, died)

e Sharon Andreasen-Rowley

e The Bolm family upon the death
of Paul's cousin, Kirk Fox

e Jill Anderson

e Robert Jennings has passed
through the gates of our Heavenly
Father's Kingdom. Please pray
for Gretchen, family and friends.

e Penny Fey

e Karl Ritterbush

e Sue Brisendine

Friends & Family:

e Mr. and Mrs. Spurlock (relatives
by marriage of Ruth Richards)

e Phyllis Jopes (Marilyn
Woodward's sister)

e Bradley Hernandez (relative of a
friend of Adair Johnson)

o David Libeu (brother-in-law of
Mary Pranzo)

e Tony Montelongo (friend of Jill
Anderson)

e Bob Edwards (former member of
Good Shepherd)

e Amy Arstein and family (Carolyn
Linn's daughter)

e Kay Fenton (niece of Laura
James)

e Mechelle (cousin of Adair
Johnson)

¢ Kirk Fox ( cousin of Paul Bolm)

e Barbara Lester (mother of Debbie
Wilk)

e Tracy Riddle (niece of Marilyn
Woodward)

e Ron Enger (father of Kristin
Niemi)

Ongoing Concerns: Paula Schnee,
Ruth Richards, Kirsten Linder and
daughter Madelynn, Dorothy
Brechmann, Alma Johnson, Jo Bitter,
Louise Boyden, Sue Brisendine,
Barbara Clark, Penny Fey, Karen
Kubar, William Kuester, Jocelyn
Miller, Vince Robbins Jr., Otis
Strong, Zella Summers

Armed Forces: Wendy Mendel
(Pauline Ritterbush's niece in Iraq),
Major Scott Rowley, Army; Major
John Lemay, Army; Specialist
Jonathan Elsasser, Army; Amanda
Gookins, Air Force; Theresa Rojas,
Army; Steve Rowley, Army National
Guard; Alex Arnold, Army

Please contact the church office or
fill out the Prayer Request Card in
the back of the pews and place in our
offering plate if you wish names
added or taken off the prayer list.
Please re-submit after three weeks to
keep your loved ones in our church
prayers. Call 225-2092 (church
office) or 439-4237 (Diane Fake,
prayer chain)

OWLS

The “Older Wiser Lutheran
Seniors” will meet on Monday,
April 18" at 12N for a potluck

luncheon
b ey ]

9 April
|||| Gl%g:%%@/s Birthdays
DaneFey .........ccvenes 04/02
Meghan Schimmel ........ 04/04
Richard Schumacher ...... 04/04
Paul Werfelmann .......... 04/05
Pamela Gerster ............ 04/07
Birgitte Andersen ......... 04/08
Woody Wilk ............... 04/08
Andrew Coelho ............ 04/09
Dee Wright ................. 04/09
Louise Boyden ............ 04/10
Nick Droge ................. 04/10
Sue Ann Hays ............. 04/10
Alyssa Gauss ............... 04/12
Zella Summers ............. 04/16
Genevieve Gauss .......... 04/22
Jocelyn Miller ............. 04/22
Matthew Follansbee ......  04/29
Wayne Wilson, Jr. ......... 04/30
Happuy=& ‘3 ﬂ%miW@VS@Vi@S

Annitersary

Don & Chris Dueker
30 years, 04/04/1981

John & Charlotte Savona
59 years, 04/05/1952

Jere & Deborah Gauss
35 years, 04/10/1976

Mike & Karen Kubar
46 years, 04/19/1965

Clarence & Irene Bourzac
64 years, 04/20/1947

William & Elizabeth Smith
5 years, 04/20/2006

Alan & Brenda Hofmann
28 years, 04/23/1983

Mark & Jeanette Sanchez
1 year, 04/24/2010
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Susan Brisendine ...  04/01
Eric Carrillo ......... 04/01
Jere Gauss ............ 04/01
Pamela Martens ... 04/01
Dorothy Miller ...... 04/01
Debbie Konkol ...... 04/01
Caitlin Elsasser ..... 04/04
Sean Wilson ......... 04/06
DorrFey ............ 04/10
Zella Summers ........ 04/14
Jason Taylor ........... 04/16
Troy Strong .......... 04/17
Virgil Andreasen .... 04/18
EricKlein ............ 04/18
Emma Andreasen .... 04/22
Emily Rogers .......... 04/25
Stephanie DeGiovanni 04/28
Chris Dueker ........... 04/28
Eliss Kirkpatrick ...... 04/28
Richard Schumacher . 04/28
Ashton Smith ......... 04/30

- B
Tk [ don!

want to thank everyone who

helped at the reception for
Ruben and the caring, support and
love given me and my family in
our time of sorrow. God Bless all
of you.

Josephine Bitter

lease submit all
names of recent
graduates & those

Graduates fOr posting to our
bulletin, newsletter & web site.
Thank you!

(High School, College, University,
Junior College, Graduate school,
Armed Forces, Pre-school,
Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle,
Seminary, Medical, Nurses,
Technical, Service special training,
etc.) [Immediate family, extended

& l eed a new

challenge? Join
us!

Welcome all to
Sewing Saints
Every
Wednesday beginning March 9, 3
PM to 6 PM, then stay for Soup &
Service!

Our Project:
Little Dresses for Africa and
Britches for Boys!

Needed: People who sew
(Machine available)

People who can use scissors,
thread elastic and press seams!

Also needed: New or used pillow
cases-any size; trims such as

Rick rack, ribbon, or lace, and
seam binding (double fold)
Donations for shipping designated
SEWING SAINTS also welcome.
Please call Mary Schmidt—431-
2112—with your commitment.

%% ob Jennings passed through
the gates of our heavenly
Father’s kingdom on March 1,
2011. Bob was a member of Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church when
he lived in Fresno and was
Chairman of the Building
Committee for the Sanctuary.

Mrs. Gretchen Jennings
Crist and Jon and Families
9246 Sun Fire Way
Sacramento, CA 95826

Thank You
We would like
to thank
Pastor Ted and
the GSLC
congregation for
Yyour many prayers over
the years for our Father,
Ben Mathew. We
appreciate your
attendance at his funeral
service and the donations
made to the church in his
memory. Thank you for
the support and love that
you have given our
family during our (oss.

-

Event

Time

Place

Hory WEEK Date

Thursday, April 21, 2011 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Seder Meal Jacobson Hall

Happy

| Friday, April 22, 2011

7:00 pm Good Friday Worship

Sanctuary Easter!

Date

Time

Event

Place

Easter Sunday, April 24, 2011

7:30 am

Sunrise Worship

Lawn near gazebo

Easter Sunday, April 24, 2011

8 am - 10:30 am Easter Morning Breakfast

Jacobson Hall

Easter Sunday, April 24,2011 9am

Praise & Celebration Worship Sanctuary

Easter Sunday, April 24, 2011

10 am

Egg Hunt For Kids

Lawn

Easter Sunday, April 24, 2011

10:30 am

Traditional Worship

Sanctuary

3




Ministry Assistants
April 2011

April 3

April 10

April 17
Palm Sunday

April 24
Easter Day

Deacons - at10:30am

Mary Pranzo

Mary Pranzo

Open

Mary Pranzo

Deacons - at9am

Tom Rogers, Linda Rogers,
Jennifer Wilk, Carolyn Linn

Tom Rogers, Linda Rogers,
Jennifer Wilk, Carolyn Linn

Tom Rogers, Linda Rogers,
Jennifer Wilk, Carolyn Linn

Tom Rogers, Linda Rogers,
Jennifer Wilk, Carolyn Linn

Lectors - at10:30am

Cheryl Montgomery

Mary Pranzo

Verna Walden

Mary Pranzo, Penny Fey

Praise Band Song Leaders - at9am

Alan Hofmann

Alan Hofmann

Alan Hofmann

Alan Hofmann

Praise Band Instrumentalists
at 9:00 am

Tony Craig, Mike Zolo, Sean Walker, Ted
Niemi and Seth Craig

Tony Craig, Mike Zolo, Sean Walker, Ted
Niemi and Seth Craig

Tony Craig, Mike Zolo, Sean Walker,
Ted Niemi and Seth Craig

Tony Craig, Mike Zolo, Sean Walker,
Ted Niemi and Seth Craig

Coffee Hosts - 9 &10:30am

Mark & Jeanette Sanchez

Hannah Clay & Elaine Koll

Mick & Debbie Konkol

Judy Smith & Addie Dornbusch

Counters Alan Hofmann, Brenda Hofmann, Adair Diane Fake, Sandy Terstegen, Marilyn John Nausley, Sharon Nausley, Lois Vickie Farr, Ken Green, Lois Green
Johnson Woodward Green
Altar Guild Set up: Lois Green Set up: Lois Green Set up: Lois Green Set up: Lois Green

Take down: Lois Green

Take down: Lois Green

Take down: Vickie Farr

Take down: Vickie Farr

Altar Flowers

Don & Chris Dueker

Open

Open

Open

Ushers
Traditional Worship at 10:30 am

Karl Ritterbush, Don Dueker, Willard Johnson,
Vince Robbins, Richard Schumacher, Francis
Sullivan

Karl Ritterbush, Don Dueker, Willard Johnson,
Vince Robbins, Richard Schumacher, Francis
Sullivan

Karl Ritterbush, Don Dueker, Willard Johnson,
Vince Robbins, Richard Schumacher, Francis
Sullivan

Karl Ritterbush, Don Dueker, Willard Johnson,
Vince Robbins, Richard Schumacher, Francis
Sullivan

Ushers
Praise & Celebration Worship at 9:00 am

Tom Rogers, Marty Klein

Tom Rogers, Marty Klein

Tom Rogers, Marty Klein

Tom Rogers, Marty Klein

Sound Design

Francis Sullivan

Francis Sullivan

Francis Sullivan

Francis Sullivan

PowerPoint - 10:30am

Carol Sullivan

Carol Sullivan

Carol Sullivan

Carol Sullivan

PowerPoint - 9:00am

Linda Rogers/Stacy Lairson

Linda Rogers/Stacy Lairson

Linda Rogers/Stacy Lairson

Linda Rogers/Stacy Lairson

H Attendance General Fund Special/ ELCA world Community Building Fund |  Special Mission Behavioral Total
SteW&rdSh-lp of Memorial/ (des_’:“;l"e%:;um) Center (designated funds) Gifts Intervention Offerings
Altar Flowers apital Fun lesignated funds Association
WorShlp I | . Capital Fund (designated funds) ot
and Offerings (designated funds) (designated funds) Contribution
February 27, 2011 Contemporary at | 3,867% 374" — 10% — ELCA Disaster — 4,733
Eighth Sunday after the 9. am: 65 SaveMart Ressp&"se
Epiphany Traditional at S'H'CA;EE'S'
10:30 am: 46 47772
March 6, 2011 Contemporary at | 5,873% 141%° — 25% — — — 6,039
Transfiguration Sunday 9am: 70
Traditional at
10:30 am: 46
March 9, 2011 Traditional at —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_—
Ash Wednesday 7 pm: 61
March 13, 2011 Contemporary at | 5,193% 554% — 150% — Sweet Adolines 2,900% 10,137%
First Sunday in Lent 9am: 62 tR:CYC'itd_'d"k/ BUSB'\O” o
e oner cartriages ISSIO|
Tadtonal o 45 1,000%
. am: 65 Praise Band
7500
ELCA Disaster
Resp%gse
20
March 20, 2011 Contemporary at | 2,819%° 155%° 30% — Worship books — 4,139%
Second Sunday in Lent 9am: 71 ELC%AZS' o
age Isaster
Trz.idmonz.il at Response Japan
10:30 am: 48 910%

RVl

will always be my home church and family!

) ear Good Shepherd Family,

What a lovely surprise to receive that lovely package of Valentines and

candy. It was a good feeling to know that even tho’ gone for two years, | had not been

forgotten. | think about you often and miss all of you with whom | spent fifty years - you

Thank you for continuing to send me “The Shepherd's Voice” - it keeps me informed on what is going on.
I was so blessed to be a part of your life.
God’s Blessing to all,

Alma Johwmsow
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Brian Sturgeon St. Patrick’s Day Run

OH, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL DAY

Shure ‘n Begorra, Saturday, March 12" WAS a Beautiful Day ... Not only describing the weather ... but the
terrific turnout for the 32" Annual Brian Sturgeon St. Patrick’s Day Run to benefit Cerebral Palsy.

Our deepest thanks to all those from our Good Shepherd Family who contributed, volunteered and participated in
the event. The ever intrepid Verna Walden came in first in her age category (over 21). We would venture to say
that Verna has participated at least half of the 32 years. It is so dangerous to name names. We know each of you
prayed for the success of the Run. Those sighted among the volunteers and runners/walkers were Sean Walker,
Vickie Farr and her son Joshua Farr, Tom & Linda Rogers, Dee Wright, Debbie & Mick Konkol, Janet
McQuillan, Art & Janet Mehl, Laura James, Julie Dixon and Paul Werfelmann. Some of those who walked in
spirit were Neil Walden, Irene and Adolph Pierini, Jim and Ruth Thompson, Ken and Lois Green, Arlene and
Vince Robbins. Forgive us if we have omitted anyone. Not only are you important to us, but to all the people to
whom we try to assure a “Life Without Limits.”

God Bless you all ... and because you were sooo enthusiastic, let’s all do it again next year.
With ever grateful hearts,

The Sturgeon Family
For United Cerebral Palsy

Faster Lilies
To honor or remember a loved one!

Name of Donor

I/We wish to donate an Easter Lily in memory of
and/or in honor of

Enclosed is $ to cover the cost of lily (5).
If you are donating a lily, please check one of the following:

I will pick up my lily after all Easter services on April 24" or the following Sunday.
You may deliver my lily to a shut-in.

Price: $15 per Easter Lily. Please order by Palm Sunday, April 17", 2011
Please note: These lilies are upgraded, florist quality flowers.
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A\ GOOD SHEPHERD’S

s

W COLUMBARIUM
<%  COMMITTEE ON THE

Columbarium

Committee MOVE

The Columbarium Committee of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church has been meeting regularly and are
now in the process of researching both building plans
and construction costs. Committee members are
Francis Sullivan and Vonny Sturgeon, Co-Chairs,
Alan and Brenda Hofmann, Jackie Miller, Cheryl
Montgomery, Ed Sturgeon and Neil Walden. Pastor
Ted Niemi is a consultant to the group. Regular
meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Thursday of each
month at 5:30 pm. Anyone wishing to join the group
will be heartily welcomed. All Memorial gifts in
memory of Paige Maltos have been designated for a
fountain in the Columbarium in her honor.




Y 2
“Shrove Sunday”

We had a lot of fun “eating up all the fat” before Lent began as we stuffed
4 ourselves on delicious pancakes with all the best toppings such as whipped
cream, cherry and blueberry pie filling, and chocolate chips! The pancake

Roeding
Elementary
Testing Help

# worked hard to create the most interesting masks! Making it two years in a
row, Aunt Colleen was the one who once again found the baby Jesus in her

We are collecting
juice boxes and
granola bars for our
kids at Roeding to
help them do well
during testing. The
testing period isn’t
until May, but we
thought that if we
started now, we may
be able to provide a
couple of days worth
of healthy snacks for

and we will be looking for volunteers to help decorate
Jacobson Hall on the Saturday before Easter so that all is
festive for the Easter pancake breakfast. Additionally, we will
need “egg stuffers” that Saturday and pancake flippers Sunday

fpﬁa\r/]\ll("'%bfoic;ﬁo" morning. We would also like to give Easter eggs to our
your suﬁport of Roeding children again this year. Please watch the Sunday

morning announcements, and call Julie @ 287-3457 to lend a
hand or share an idea!

these students!




\ Don’t Forget
L/(') Kids’ Sunday School is every Sunday

(-% from 10-10:45/10:50 in Julie’s office.

/\ We meet in Jacobson’s to get our snacks, and then g))
X)

@ we dig into the Bible! L)
X2

Seder Supper Thank you to everyone who has
We will be serving a Seder Supper this year on Maundy | written 3 Lenten devotion. Many
Thursday, April 21st. We will need people to help set up, others

to prepare some of the traditional food items in advance, and readers , .
during the supper itself. If you would like to help with this very much they've enjoyed and been

meaningful tradition, please sign up on the clipboard in the cha”enged by readmg them. They are
na_rthex.. If you haven't_ attendeq a Se_der before, make sure you don't being emailed dai[y, 5o p]ease send an
miss this one as you will participate in a Passover meal much like the :
one Jesus had with His disciples at the Last Supper. For more email to Randy at gslcfresno@att.net

information, please see Pastor Ted or Julie. l'l[you aren’t receiving them

people have commented on how

Calling All KIDS!
We are having a youth group event every Saturday. Our new time is from
3-5 p.m. in the Community Center, and everyone is welcome. We are
watching a Max Lucado video series for children. We have also played
& some ball tag, bocce ball, darts, bowling, and
\\ dodge ball as well as had a little playground
w1 'time. Friends are always welcome, and snacks
o are always served. Questions? Call or email
Julie @ 287-3457 or 13jdixon13@gmail.com.




THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE

The Monthly Newsletter of
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church ELCA
5140 North Fruit Ave., Fresno, CA 93711

“Return Service Requested”

Pastor Ted Niemi

Carolyn Linn: Assistant Lay Minister
President of the Congregation: Paul Bolm
Organist: Susan Berg Praise Band Leader: Anthony Craig
Youth Ministries: Julie Dixon
Office Assistant: Cecile Bachar  Office Coordinator: Randy Nelson
President of Mission Coalition: Pastor Bob Crabb

Praise & Celebration Worship 9:00 am
Sunday School for Children at 10:00 am
Traditional Worship 10:30 am
Adult Sunday School at 10:30 am & 11:40 am
Nursery care available for infants and toddlers
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Friday: 8:00 am - 12 noon Lunch: 12 noon - 1:30 pm
Phone: (559) 225-2092 FAX: (559) 225-2093
Church office e-mail: gslcfresno@att.net
Pastor Ted’s office e-mail: goodshepherdspselca@earthlink.net
Church Web Site: www.goodshepherdfresno.org

Mission Statement
SHARING THE
LOVE OF
JESUS
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