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Dear Friends, 
  
 At the end of this next month we will be one quarter of the way through 
2011. I don’t know about you but this year has felt different to me. Not necessarily 
in a bad way, just kind of weird. Maybe it has to do with the fact that Easter is very 
late this year and we preachers have had Scripture lessons that are different than the 
norm as Epiphany is so much longer. I think it also has to do with the fact that 
Kristin and I have been a part of this church now for enough years that I have come 
to recognize patterns that, for the most part, could be counted on. For example, we 
are getting ready for the Church season of Lent. One of the first things I think of in 
preparing for Lent is that I need to get a sign up sheet posted in the narthex for 
people to sign up who will be providing soup for our Wednesday evening soup 
suppers. Each year up until this year that was basically picking up the phone and 
asking Dr. Bob to print one up from the template he kept on his computer. But this 
year Randy did it because Dr. Bob is now in Heaven. I have come to know who I 
could count on to fill in the blanks of providing soup from our congregation. Each 
year Ruth Johnson would fill her name in in at least two spots. But someone else is 
going to have to step up because Ruth is now in Tulare. (Not exactly Heaven!) 
Since the beginning of the year we have had five funerals/memorial services. People 
are missing who I have been used to seeing on a regular basis because they have 
moved or died. I guess all of that leads to this weird feeling of strangeness. It’s not 
necessarily bad, just different in a very familiar environment. I know some of you 
have felt the same way as you have shared your feelings with me. 
 It is at times like this that our community of faith is particularly important. 
As we have seen, life changes. Sometimes it changes very quickly. Sometimes those 
changes pile up and leave us wondering how we should be feeling. The one thing 
we know that is a constant is God. No matter what is going on we know God is in 
charge. In that I find a certain amount of freedom to accept the changes, as strange 
as they may seem, realizing I don’t have to understand everything because I am not 
ultimately in charge. God is. 
 We do have an opportunity beginning with Ash Wednesday, March 9, and 
each Wednesday up until Holy Week, to gather together and have a meal and then a 
time to explore different aspects of our faith with the Wednesday Lenten 
Gatherings. It will start at 6:15 with dinner then we will meet in the Community 
Center at 7:00. If you are feeling like 2011 is a little “different” this can be 
something you can count on each week and maybe get your bearings back. And 
please, sign up to provide soup if you can! All of our churches could use more 
people like Ruth Johnson! Incidentally, if there is a week where no one has signed 
up by the Sunday prior to the upcoming Wednesday we will have a potluck dinner 
instead of the traditional soup supper. 
 I look forward to living out the rest of 2011 with you! 
 
God’s Peace, 
Pastor Ted 
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GOOD SHEPHERD 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

March 2011 
 
We pray the Holy Spirit would 
work among us at church and lead 
us forth in the tasks that God 
would have us do. 
We rejoice in the Lord's answers 
to prayers and join the family of 5 
month old Andrew in thanking 
God for His goodness and the 
Good Shepherd Family for 
praying. Pray for God's Healing 
Presence in the lives of:  
 
Members:  
 Ruben Bitter has passed 

through the gates of our 
Heavenly Father's Kingdom.  
Please pray for Josephine, 
family and friends. 

 Jerry Warner has passed 
through the gates of our 
Heavenly Father's Kingdom.  
Please pray for Josefina, 
family and friends. 

 Ben Mathew, a Good 
Shepherd Charter Member, has 
passed through the gates of our 
Heavenly Father's Kingdom.  
Please pray for the Mathew 
family and friends. 

 Dr. Bob Gerster and Paige 
Maltos have passed through 
the gates of our Heavenly 
Father's Kingdom.  Please pray 
for their families and friends. 

 The Wilk Family upon the 
death of Woody's niece, Trish 
Hughes. 

 Mary Pranzo, David Libeu and 
family (David is Mary's 
brother-in-law) 

 Vonny Sturgeon 

 Verna Walden 
 Sue Brisendine  
 
Friends & Family: 
 Deanna Williams (niece of 

Arlene Robbins) Barry 
Clarambeau (nephew of Arlene 
Robbins) 

 Owen Richards (son of Ruth 
Richards) 

 The Sawtell and Robinson 
families upon the death of 
Faylene Robinson (friends of 
Jennifer Wilk) 

 Bob Edwards (former member 
of Good Shepherd) 

 Amy Arstein and family 
(Carolyn Linn's daughter) 

 Kay Fenton (niece of Laura 
James) 

 Rebecca Morena (friend of 
Janet McQuillan)  

 Mechelle (cousin of Adair 
Johnson)  

 Kerri Kuehl (friend of Mary 
Pranzo) 

 Kirk Fox ( cousin of Paul 
Bolm) 

 Pearledna Shropshire (friend 
of Ruth Richards)  

 Barbara Lester (mother of 
Debbie Wilk)  

 Tracy Riddle (niece of Marilyn 
Woodward) 

 Ron Enger (father of Kristin 
Niemi)  

 
Ongoing Concerns:  Paula Schnee, 
Ruth Richards, Kirsten Linder and 
daughter Madelynn, Dorothy 
Brechmann, Alma Johnson, Jo 
Bitter, Louise Boyden, Sue 
Brisendine, Barbara Clark, Penny 
Fey, Karen Kubar, William 
Kuester, Jocelyn Miller, Vince 
Robbins Jr., Otis Strong, Zella 
Summers 
 
Armed Forces:  Major Scott 
Rowley, Army; Major John 
Lemay, Army; Specialist Jonathan 
Elsasser, Army; Amanda Gookins, 

 
 
 
 
Earl Benjamin Mathew 

July 14, 1918 - February 2, 2011 

 
 
 
 

Jerry Warner 
October 21, 1925 - February 14, 2011 

 
 
 
 

Ruben Bitter 
July 15, 1923 - February 16, 2011 

 
 
 
 

I  want to thank everyone who 
helped at the reception for 

Ruben and the caring, support and 
love given me and my family in 
our time of sorrow. God Bless all 
of you. 
      
      Josephine Bitter 

Air Force; Theresa Rojas, Army; 
Steve Rowley, Army National 
Guard; Alex Arnold, Army 
 
Please contact the church office 
or fill out the Prayer Request 
Card in the back of the pews and 
place in our offering plate if you 
wish names added or taken off 
the prayer list.   Please re-submit 
after three weeks to keep your 
loved ones in our church prayers.  
Call 225-2092 (church office) or 
439-4237 (Diane Fake, prayer 



 
 
 
 The “Older Wiser Lutheran 
Seniors” will meet on Monday, 
March 21st at 12N for a potluck 
luncheon  
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Katherine Coelho                
Melanie Smith 
Eric Carrillo                   
Amanda Strong                   
Shirley Gutknecht               
Josanne Sonnier-Grant           
Courtney Bolm                   
Dorothy Brechmann               
Austin Hays                     
Kristi Smith                    
Susan Brisendine               
Deanna McQuillan                
Stephanie DeGiovanni            
William Kuester                 
Norma Miller                    
Sandy Terstegen 
Dorothy Miller                  
Scott Rowley 
Robert Swindle                  
Mary Schmidt                    
Troy Strong                     
Penny Fey        

03/03 
03/05 
03/09 
03/09 
03/11 
03/11 
03/13 
03/13 
03/13 
03/13 
03/17 
03/17 
03/19 
03/20 
03/21 
03/21 
03/22 
03/22 
03/23 
03/25 
03/25 
03/27 

 John & Sue Ann Hays 
03/18/89, 22 years 

 
 Neil & Verna Walden 

03/18/49, 62 years 
 

 Marty & Dana Klein 
03/21/86, 25 years 

 
 Craig & Cheryl Montgomery 

03/22/86, 25 years 
 

Mike & Debra Keller 
03/28/87, 24 years 

 
Terry & Lynda Roberts 
03/30/1985, 26 years 

Marissa Carrillo               
Michael Kubar                   
Paula Schnee                   
Deanna Wilson                   
Irene Pierini                   
Amanda Strong                   
Sean Walker                     
Emily Gauss                    
Elyssa Droge                    
Carol East                      
Lois Green                      
Craig Montgomery               
Shannon Walker                  

03/01 
03/01 
03/01 
03/01 
03/09 
03/09 
03/09 
03/10 
03/11 
03/13 
03/15 
03/19 
03/28 

 
 
 
 
 
Betty Williams 
700 E. Spruce Ave. 
Room #131 
Fresno CA 93720 
(559) 433-8837 

 
 
 
 
 
Kurt Niemi’s birthday is February 
4, 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Good Shepherd Family, 
 
 Thank you so much for the 
wonderful hand made Valentines 
and candy I received in the mail 
this week. What a pleasant 
surprise! Thanks for thinking of 
me. I remember the days when BJ 
and I would go to a restaurant at 
midnight on the 13th, and order a 
hot fudge sundae with two spoons 
to start Valentines Day off when it 
was in it's "wee hours". 
 
 God Bless you all as you 
continue to "Share the love of  
Jesus" with others.     
 
  Ruth Johnson 

 
 
 
 

T he prayer chain welcomes 
and encourages your requests 

for prayer with your concerns.  To 
initiate a prayer request,  call 
Diane Fake (439-4237) or the 
church office (225-2092).  Please 
state the nature of the request, 
name of the person, if desired, and 
any other pertinent information. 

C hrist In Our 
Home - Light 

for Today devotionals 
for Apr/May/Jun 2011 

are available in our narthex and 
our church office. Four large print 
versions of Christ In Our Home 
are also available. 

T he Parish 
Nurse 

announces 
monthly FREE blood pressure 
checks between church services at 
10 am in Jacobson Hall each first 
Sunday of the month. 



Ministry Assistants  
March 2011 

March 6 
 

March 13 March 20 March 27 

Deacons - at 10:30 am Helen Stewart Helen Stewart Vickie Farr Helen Stewart 

Deacons - at 9 am Tom Rogers, Linda Rogers,  
Jennifer Wilk, Carolyn Linn 

Tom Rogers, Linda Rogers,  
Jennifer Wilk, Carolyn Linn 

Tom Rogers, Linda Rogers,  
Jennifer Wilk, Carolyn Linn 

Tom Rogers, Linda Rogers,  
Jennifer Wilk, Carolyn Linn 

Lectors - at 10:30 am Helen Stewart Neil Walden Helen Stewart Mary Pranzo 

Praise Band Song Leaders - at 9 am Alan Hofmann Alan Hofmann Alan Hofmann Alan Hofmann 

Praise Band Instrumentalists  
at 9:00 am 

Tony Craig, Mike Zolo, Sean Walker, Ted 
Niemi and Seth Craig  

Tony Craig, Mike Zolo, Sean Walker, Ted 
Niemi and Seth Craig  

Tony Craig, Mike Zolo, Sean Walker, 
Ted Niemi and Seth Craig  

Tony Craig, Mike Zolo, Sean Walker, 
Ted Niemi and Seth Craig  

Coffee Hosts - 9 & 10:30 am Mark & Jeanette Sanchez Hannah Clay & Elaine Koll Mick & Debbie Konkol Judy Smith & Addie Dornbusch 

Counters Adair Johnson, Vickie Farr, Lois Green Diane Fake, Sandy Terstegen, Lois Green Vickie Farr, Ken Green, Lois Green John Nausley, Sharon Nausley Lois 
Green 

Altar Guild Set up:  Verna Walden 
Take down:  Marilyn Woodward 

Set up:  Verna Walden 
Take down:  Marilyn Woodward 

Set up:  Verna Walden 
Take down:  Marilyn Woodward 

Set up:  Verna Walden 
Take down:  Marilyn Woodward 

Altar Flowers Open Waldens Open Open 

Ushers 
Traditional Worship at 10:30 am 

Karl Ritterbush, Don Dueker, Willard Johnson, 
Vince Robbins, Richard Schumacher, Francis 
Sullivan 

Karl Ritterbush, Don Dueker, Willard Johnson, 
Vince Robbins, Richard Schumacher, Francis 
Sullivan 

Karl Ritterbush, Don Dueker, Willard Johnson, 
Vince Robbins, Richard Schumacher, Francis 
Sullivan 

Karl Ritterbush, Don Dueker, Willard Johnson, 
Vince Robbins, Richard Schumacher, Francis 
Sullivan 

Ushers  
Praise & Celebration Worship at 9:00 am 

Tom Rogers, Marty Klein Tom Rogers, Marty Klein Tom Rogers, Marty Klein Tom Rogers, Marty Klein 

Sound Design Francis Sullivan Francis Sullivan Francis Sullivan Francis Sullivan 

PowerPoint - 10:30 am Carol Sullivan Carol Sullivan Carol Sullivan Carol Sullivan 

PowerPoint - 9:00 am Linda Rogers/Stacy Lairson Linda Rogers/Stacy Lairson Linda Rogers/Stacy Lairson Linda Rogers/Stacy Lairson 

Stewardship of  
Worship  

and Offerings 

Attendance General Fund Special/
Memorial/

Altar Flowers 
(designated funds) 

ELCA World 
Hunger 

(designated funds) 

Community 
Center  

Capital Fund 
(designated funds) 

Building Fund 
(designated funds) 

Special Mission 
Gifts 

(designated funds) 
 

Behavioral 
Intervention 
Association 
Contribution 

Total  
Offerings 

January 23, 2011 
Third Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

Contemporary at  
9 am: 64 

Traditional at  
10:30 am: 54 

3,10250 75200 1200 10000 —— —— —— 3,96650 

January 30, 2011 
Fourth Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

Contemporary at  
9 am: 66 

Traditional at  
10:30 am: 43 

3,35250 81900 600 55000 
Recycled 

aluminum cans, 
plastic bottles & 

glass 

4023 

—— —— 2,87500 7,64273 

February 6, 2011 
Fifth Sunday after the  

Epiphany 

Contemporary at  
9 am: 64 

Traditional at  
10:30 am: 49 

6,65555 75374 —— 63000 —— —— —— 8,03929 

February 13, 2011 
Sixth Sunday after the  

Epiphany 

Contemporary at  
9 am: 75 

Traditional at  
10:30 am: 48 

2,87600 12100 1200 2500 —— —— —— 3,03400 

February 20, 2011 
Seventh Sunday after the  

Epiphany 

Contemporary at  
9 am: 63 

Traditional at  
10:30 am: 41 

2,37450 74600 —— 45000 —— Praise band 
7500 

5000 3,69550 

Donations needed to meet budget without designated funds:                     Weekly:  $6,116.59    Monthly:  $24,304.17 
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C hurch Women United invite you to sing and pray with other Christian Churches on World 
Day of Prayer, Saturday, March 5, 9:30 am at Fresno Community Fellowship United 

Methodist Church, 630 N. Ferger (one block northeast of Belmont and Palm). This used to be 
First Lutheran Church, the mother of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Memories, anyone? 
 The theme is “How Many Loaves Have You?” The questions to ponder are:  What are 
your gifts? And, What can you share? The women of Chile bring you this worship service. 
They’ve been through an earthquake and a devastating mine collapse; yet they thank the Lord 
for all His blessings. 

 Come pray with us. Call Lois Green (227-2607) for reservations. Luncheon is $700. Join the fellowship. 
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Important Announcement! 

The Shepherd’s Voice newsletter will be e-mailed for 
the April 2011 publication. Be sure to submit your e-
mail, if you have not already submitted your e-mail, to 
the church office. Again, the Shepherd’s Voice 
newsletter will go paperless for the April 2011 and 
subsequent publications. For those of you without an e
-mail address, copies of the Shepherd’s Voice 
newsletter will be available in our narthex.  
Church office e-mail is:  gslcfresno@earthlink.net      
Also, Church office e-mail is: gslcfresno@att.net 
Please switch to gslcfresno@att.net by June 1, 2011 as 
the old ‘gslcfresno@earthlink.net’ will no longer be 
valid. 
Thank you. 

T hank you to Scott Rowley & 
Francis Sullivan for repairing our 

sanctuary’s wobbly five front pew hand 
rails on February 7 & 8. 

H ope Lutheran Church Crab Feed 
March 11, 2011, Friday 6:30 pm.  

Join us for Fellowship, Fun, Great Music 
and Good Food.  

Live Music provided by “Geezer”  
Classic Rock n Roll Band 

Tickets are $35 for Adults  
$15 for children under 10 Years of age 
Chicken will be available as an alternative to Crab 
Tickets may be ordered by mail or by calling the 
church office 
Name_____________________________________ 
Adult tickets ________Children’s tickets_________ 
Amount enclosed____________________________ 
Crab________ Chicken________ 

All Proceeds to Benefit 
Hope Lutheran Church Benevolence Fund 

364 E. Barstow Fresno, CA 439-4320 

The 32nd Annual 
Brian Sturgeon St. 
Patrick’s Day Run 

T he 32nd Annual Brian Sturgeon St. Patrick’s Day 
Run and Walk for UCP, one of the longest term 

events of its kind in the Valley, is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 12th at Woodward Park in Fresno. 
 The event, which has become a Valley 
tradition, has raised more than $300,000 for services 
to children and adults with Cerebral Palsy and other 
disabilities. 
 The adult 4 mile run is a premium 30 points in 
Race Director Ken Takeuchi’s Valley Runner of the 
Year series. 
 In keeping with the Irish theme, the Run - 
Walk is now accompanied by a fund-raising arm 
called the Pot O Gold Committee. 
 UCP’s objective is “Life Without Limits” for 
persons with disabilities. Awards include medallions 
hand made by UCPCC’s adult students in the Arts and 
Technology Program. 
 At one time doctors questioned whether Brian, 
namesake of the event, would ever be able to walk. He 
RAN 9 miles in the early years of the Run, as 
participation grew from a handful to last year’s 900. 
Brian, a torchbearer for the 2002 Winter Olympics, 
now tools around in a snappy convertible. 
 Races are scheduled for some of the Valley’s 
top runners along with kids races and a walk for the 
more casual adults and family groups. 
 Starting times for the Kids Runs are 7:15 am, 
7:25 am and 7:30 am. Starting times for the adults are 
7:45 am for the 2 Mile Walk/Run and 8 am for the 4 
Mile. 
 Entry fees are $10 for kids and $20 for adults 
until March 10th, and $25 on Race Day. In person 
registration and pre-registration packet pick-ups are 
scheduled for March 9th, 10 am - 7 pm at the Sierra 
Running Company at 9447 North Fort Washington, 
#106 at Friant Road, Fresno, in the Riverview 
Shopping Center. 
 
Mountain View Shelter * Woodward Park* Fresno 

Benefitting UCP of Central California 
www.briansturgeonrun.com 

 
Entry forms & news release letters  

are in our narthex. 
 

Thank you. 
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Our Annual Good Shepherd 
Family Game Night was lots 
of fun for everyone.  We 
had so many different 
games to choose from, and lots of friendly 
competition paired with plenty of laughter!  
Thanks so much to Janet McQuillan for picking 
up the pizza for us and to everyone else who 
brought desserts and salads.  We even 
celebrated 2 birthdays that night as well, and 
we thank Linda and Rhiannon for sharing their 
special day with all of us. 

Easter is Coming! 
As you receive this newsletter, the season of Lent will 

be nearly upon us.  That means Easter will be coming, and 

all the festivities will ensue.  We will be collecting 

Easter candy for our Easter egg hunt, and we will be 

looking for volunteers to help decorate Jacobson Hall on 

the Saturday before Easter so that all is festive for the 

Easter pancake breakfast.  Additionally, we will need 

“egg stuffers” that Saturday and pancake flippers Sunday 

morning.  We would also like to plan Easter gifts for our 

Roeding children again this year.  Please watch the 

Sunday morning announcements for more information as 

we get closer to those dates. 
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Although we were unable to have our sledding day 
due to lack of snow, we had a fine time at Cal-Skate 
in Clovis instead.  Some of us fell a few times, but 
we were undeterred!  Thanks to Tesha Novell and 
Elaine Koll for driving and an extra special thanks 
to “Aunt Elaine” or being the guardian of purses, 
money, and shoes! 

Don’t Forget  

Kids’ Sunday School is every Sunday 

from 10-10:50 in Julie’s office.  We 

meet in Jacobson’s to get our 

snacks, and then we dig into 

the Bible! 

 
 
 
 
 
Please join your Good Shepherd Family for a Mardi Gras/Fat Tuesday 
celebration on SUNDAY!  On Sunday, March 6, from 5-7 p.m.,, there will 
be a pancake dinner with all your favorite toppings available as we prepare 
for the upcoming Lenten season.  We will make masks, play games, parade 
(for those who so desire), search for the baby Jesus in the King Cake, and 
find out more about this festive tradition. 

Roeding Elementary Testing Help 
 

We are collecting juice boxes and granola bars for our kids 
at Roeding to help them do well during testing.  The testing 
period isn’t until May, but we thought that if we started 
now, we may be able to provide a couple of days worth of 
healthy snacks for the WHOLE school.  Thank you for all 
your support for these students! 

Roeding Saturdays 
 
We are at Roeding on the first 
Saturday of every month to 
play sports, create crafts, and 
make a difference in the lives 
of our children.  We are out 
there from 1-3 in the winter. 
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