
September 29 

Festival:  Michael and All Angels 

 

Michaelmas, the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel (also the Feast of 

Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, the Feast of the Archangels, or the 

Feast of Saint Michael and All Angels) is a day in the Western Christian 

calendar which occurs on 29 September. Because it falls near the equinox, 

it is associated in the northern hemisphere with the beginning of autumn 

and the shortening of days. Michael is the greatest of all the archangels and 

is honored for defeating Lucifer in the war in heaven.  

 

The Archangel Michael is one of the principal angelic warriors, seen as a protector against the dark of night, and 

the administrator of cosmic intelligence. Michaelmas has also delineated time and seasons for secular purposes as 

well, particularly in the United Kingdom and Ireland as one of the quarter days. 

 

The Eastern Orthodox Churches do not observe Michaelmas. The Greek Orthodox honor the archangels on 8 No-

vember instead. 
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